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The method of the present work also accords with the more common 
view that elementary instruction should be relatively dogmatic and free 
from the discussion of controverted questions as tending to confusion. 
But confusion and difficulty are the natural stimulus to thought, and it 
may be well questioned whether even the elementary student is not 
helped by the discussion of controverted points, provided the issue be 
well defined. On the other hand, there is a certain completeness about 
the " Primer " which distinguishes it from any of its predecessors. 
The questions and exercises at the end of the chapters will be an invalu- 
able aid to the teacher who has been unable to keep track of the rather 
scattered literature of the subject. The work abounds with pertinent 
concrete illustration, and offers in general a wealth of material. — 
Warner Fite. 

Outlines of a Philosophy of Religion Based on Psychology and His- 
tory. By Auguste Sabatier. 1 (New York: James Pott & Co., 1897 ; pp. 
ix -f- 348.) This book professes to be a translation of the work of Saba- 
tier reviewed in this Journal of October, 1897. The translator's name 
is not given. The only indications that the translation is not com- 
plete are the presence of asterisks at certain places in the text, and the 
statement in a footnote (p. 122) that "two nonessential sections have 
been omitted, one on the sacred history, the other on the nation." 

The fact is that, in addition to the "two nonessential sections" 
specially referred to, no less than eight of the fifty-four sections in the 
table of contents of the original have been entirely suppressed, the 
numbers of the remaining sections being altered to cover the fact of 
the omission. The suppressed sections cover some sixty pages of the 
415 of the original, and treat of such subjects as the notion of miracle in 
the Middle Ages, prophecy, the patriarchal history, the national history 
of Israel, the origin and history of the word " dogma, " the notion of 
dogma in Catholicism and in Protestantism, the evolution of Christian 
dogma in history, and the double issue of the present crisis of dogma. 

In addition to these there is a large number of smaller omissions, 
varying in length from a single sentence to several pages. Some of 
these are indicated by asterisks ; others are not (e. g., p. 4, 1. 5 ; cf. p. 
6 of orig. ; p. 103, 1. 9; cf. p. 121 of orig.). I have noted more than 
sixty omissions, of which twenty cover a greater length than a page. 
The latter alone cover more than sixty pages of the original, and with 

•The work entitled in English Vitality of Dogma (London : Black, 1898) is sub- 
stantially a reproduction of one chapter of this book. — EDITORS. 
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the omitted sections constitute almost a third of the book (cf. espe- 
cially pp. ix-xv, 3-5, 68-71, 156-61, 187-92 of orig.). 

In covering up the omissions all sorts of liberties have been taken 
with the text. Two, three, and sometimes more paragraphs are com- 
pressed into one (e. g., p. 98 ; cf. pp. 116, 117 of orig.). Sentences which 
in the original are separated by several pages appear side by side (cf. 
especially p. 94 with pp. 106-11 of orig.). Passages are condensed, 
transposed, and in not a few cases rewritten by the translator. Care- 
fully selected examples are represented by an "etc. " \e. g., p. 87 ; cf. 
p. 98 of orig.). It is not strange that even this heroic treatment should 
not always have been successful. A single instance must suffice. Thus 
on p. 68 of the translation the author is made to promise a dis- 
cussion of the notion of the miracle in mediaeval theology. We search 
for this in vain in the text. The section has been suppressed, but the 
reference allowed to remain. Enough has been said to show that he 
who desires to know what Sabatier teaches upon the weighty themes 
treated in this book must go for himself to the original. — Wm. Adams 
Brown. 

La science de la religion. Par R. P. Chabin de la Compagnie de 
J£sus. (Paris: Librairie Ch. Poussielgue, 1898; pp. vi -f- 535.) The 
title suggests a work on the philosophy of religion, but the contents 
prove to be a dogmatic exposition of the teachings of the Roman 
Catholic church. To the author, indeed, the two are synonymous. St. 
Augustine defines the word "religion," and its contents are found in the 
sole religion established by the Christ, the Catholic, apostolic, Roman. 
All other religions, Protestant, oriental, modern Jewish, Mohammedan, 
pagan, are grouped together as founded or modified by men (pp. 
140-41). " Les fondateurs des eglises lutherienne, calviniste, anglicane, 
loin d'etre des saints, ont 6t6 des hommes corrompus, violents, 
orguilleux et cruels" (p. 281). Naturally their teachings were like 
themselves : " Calvin enseignait que Dieu porte l'homme a violer ses 
commandements. Si l'homme succombe, dit-il, Dieu l'a ainsi ordonne' ; 
doctrine fatalistique, impie, desesperante" (p. 282). This, by the way, 
is the only notice taken of Calvin's "errors," and it gives a fair illustra- 
tion of the author's method with opponents. 

He moves wholly within the circle of the dogmatics of his church. 
His apologetics belong to the eighteenth century. He never enters 
into the problems of our own day. He has read some modern books, 
but dismisses them with a sentence. So far as one can judge, he has 



